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Tyler S. Houston
It’s hard to believe that your college career is
already coming to an end, but we want you to
how proud we are of you, not only as a graduate
pursuing a career in the field of your dreams,
but also as the person you have always been!!
With great pride and love,
Dad, Mary, Amanda and Gran

Olanrewaju Bolutife
Adewole

Olanrewaju, it is just like yester‑
day, the entire family of Ade‑
wole, Olayinka, Adunmoye and
Adegdesen congratulate you for
a great and well done job. You
made us proud and the Lord God
will continue to be with you and
uphold you with his right hand
of righteousness and will be your
guide in your daily activities.
Love
Mom, Dad and your siblings

Jose Alejandro
Navarro Jr.
Nothing can take away the pride
and happiness we feel! You fought
battles, overcame obstacles. You
had a goal, gave it your soul.
Congratulations, your loving
family.
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Anesha Shanel Cartlidge
Congratulations on this special day, I would
like to congratulate you for a job well done.
With the future in hand, may you continue to
pursue excellence. You will be unstoppable!
Love, Mom, Asia, Anesha

Angelica Mary
Kapusta
Gel, It has been a pleasure
watching you succeed in school.
You have achieved a lot. Now it
is your time to soar. We are very
proud of you.
Congratulations and love.
Mom, Dad, Eric and Ciotka and
Wyjek Kantor

Makena Rose Metz
The rain it raineth every day
upon the just and unjust fella, but
mostly rains upon the just for the
unjust hath the just’s umbrella.
Onward!
The Committee

Chavalle Nicole Taylor

Arabella Breck

“Go confidently in the direction
of your dreams. Live the life you
have imagined.” ‑ Henry David
Thoreau

Congratulations brilliant, intelli‑
gent, creative, beautiful, accom‑
plished, stylish Arabella! We are
so proud. Look out world!
Love,
Mom, Dad, Gma, Gpa, and
Jnana.

We are proud of all your hard
work!
Love,
Mom, Dad, Leilani and AJ

Makena Rose Metz
Congratulations Makena! We are
so proud of you!!!
Much love,
Mom, Steve, Grammy, Heather,
Toby, Bev and Jack Sparrow

Stormy Lee Weaver
Congratulations! We are so proud of you.
Take pride in how far you have come and
have faith in how far you can go.
We love you!

Beyza Ozer
Congratulations to our little girl! We are so
proud of the young adult you have become.
Love you, KBKJL

Shawna Kathleen
Echols

Congratulations, Pookie! We are
so proud of you. It has been a
true joy watching you grow into
such a lovely, confident woman.
God has given you tremendous
talents. Chase your dreams! May
God continue to provide for you
abundantly in the days ahead.
Love,
Mom and Dad

Matthew C. Hoffman
We are proud of your accom‑
plishments. May the education
and those that inspired you along
the way and with God’s hand
guiding you bring success in all
you wish to achieve in life. Bravo
on your Master’s Degree.
Love,
Mom and Dad
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Edward Charles Seitz

We could not be more proud of your successes
in your education, congrats!!
Love, Mark, Mom, and Paul

Andrew Michael Carella
“I think a hero is an ordinary individual who
finds strength to persevere and endure in spite
of overwhelming obstacles.”— Superman. We
are so very proud of our hero!
Love you forever and always,
Mom, Dad, Caitlin, Nicole, Matthew

Jeremy L Woodson

Number One Son,
I am eternally proud of all you have
accomplished. Career goals and financial goals
are important, but keep your spiritual goals,
relationships, and personal achievements in
mind. I desire that you have all the success you
deserve and much more.
I Love you, Number One Mom
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Quinn Markham

Nura Abdul-Mateen

Good job Quinn! We are so proud of you!

Remember you are never alone...Allah & his
angels are always with you.
Mabrook,
Your family

Brian Michael
Venckus
Congratulations today and best
wishes for all your tomorrows.
All life’s best to you,
Kerry, Haley & Hannah

Iman Aaliyah Peden
In Numerdogy, you were born
on the 30th day, which means
you have a highly developed
creative talent. You are an artist at
heart, excel in writing, visual or
performing arts! Wow! Living out
your destiny! You’ve made me
proud of my lifeline. You’re going
to be a star!
Congratulations, my starseed!
Love, Indigo, Mom and family!

Abby Guerra
Abby—we are so proud of you! You’re such a
wonderful, beautiful person inside and out.
The future is so bright for you, we hope all
your dreams come true.
Love—Dad, Mom, Julia, Grace and all the
family

Megan Bennett
Congratulations Meg!
Great job!
Way to go!
We are very proud of you!
With much love,
From the Martello’s

Brian Michael
Venckus
Congratulations on your accom‑
plishment! We are very proud
of you. Can’t wait to watch you
share your unique talents with
the world.
Love,
Jaime, Jeff & Justin

Claudia Marien Leiva
Having a daughter like you is a
prized possession. Calling you a
graduate is a proud occasion. We feel
so glad to see our beloved daughter
growing successful, we wish you all
the best for your future and we are
sure you are going to make it won‑
derful. We are very proud of your
potentials…
With love, Dad Hermes Leiva, Mama
Lumey Leiva, brother Hermes Jr. and
baby sister Mia Yalarde Leiva. We all
love forever and ever. “2017.”
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Shawna Kathleen Echols

We are all celebrating your success. Stay posi‑
tive. Keep dreaming, keep writing and take the
world by storm. You have a great gift. Never be
dissuaded. Pursue your dreams and always bet
on Shawna!
Congratulations!
Brilliant Solutions Group

Anabelle Liza Ciancuillo
Congratulation on your graduation, Anabelle!
We wish you the best on your endeavors.
We love you!

Brian Michael Venkus

YOU’RE A GRADUATE!
We are enormously proud of you. Take time to
celebrate and get ready for a whole new adven‑
ture. Remember, we will always be there for
you.
All our love, Mom & Dad
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John Michael Schloegel

John, your dedication and hard work are a
reflection on our family. You make us all ex‑
tremely proud of your accomplishments. We
hope for exciting things as you move forward
into a career.
Thank you and we love you!
Mom, Dad, and Tim

Warner Nieborg

Chloe Ariella Gingold

We are all so proud of you and what you’ve
accomplished.
Love Dad, Mom, Willem & Ella

Congratulations as one chapter ends and the
greatness of the future awaits you! We applaud
all of your successes, dedication to your craft,
and belief in the power to make your dreams
come true! We are so proud of you!
Love,
Dad, Kellie, Amina, Troy, and Nic

Jessica Lynne Grapenthin

Dana Maysie Jacobs

Dana, your education is an important gift that
we wanted to give you. We are happy and proud
that you are graduating from Columbia Col‑
lege Chicago in Film. May you have continued
success in all your future endeavors!
Love,
Linda & Richard Jacobs

Goose,
May you never lose sight of your dreams. We
are so proud of our college graduate!
Love,
Mom, Dad and Karly
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Parriesha S. O. N. Evans

God smiled upon you and birthed you for
greatness. Your destiny was laid out for you,
God created you in love, out of love, because of
love. We pray the sun shines on your face, the
wind at your back, stars in your eyes.
Love,
Mommy, Granddaddy, Miracle–Sydni, and
Yeh’oshua–Israel

Annika Brantley
Congratulations Annika! You
have worked hard and followed
the rules, now it’s time to make a
few of your own. Be all of your‑
self in whatever you choose and I
am sure you will find success.
We Love you. RAAA

Melissa Rivera
We are very proud of the intelligent, indepen‑
dent woman you have become. We hope all
your dreams come true.
Love always,
Mom and Andrew

Haley Congdon
Congratulations, Haley Congdon.
You did it. Well done!! Love from
your proud parents.

Tom Alexis T. Aparici

After long years of struggle, you finally made it.
Reap the fruits of your labor, fulfill the dream
that you’ve been wishing for. We are very, very
proud of you, dear son. Congratulations on
your graduation. We wish you more success in
your career and God speed.
We love you, Mom and Dad
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Marceia L. Scruggs
Congrats! We’re so proud of you. Blessings for
a new beginning in life.

Mom, Dad, Marcus and Markeia

Nicholas Messink

We are so proud of you. Your determination
and hard work has finally paid off. You will al‑
ways be successful due to the wonderful people
you surround yourself with. To an amazing
future, we could not be prouder.
Congrats
Love, Mom & Dad

Dakota Rose Lecos
May the images you capture be
released to those whose minds and
hearts seek a more beautiful and hu‑
mane world. We adore you and are as
proud as a Meem and Dad and Kosta
can be. Rock on chicklet, go out and
catch the light.
We love you to the moon and back,
Dad, Meem, Kosta, Maggie and Pi

Lauren Kostiuk

With unstoppable determination & talent, you
left the ‘Twip’ to embark on your journey. Feel
the love & pride in our hearts, for what you’ve
achieved & who you are, a beautiful soul. With
God all things are possible.
Love you to the moon & back!
Mom & Dad
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Jeremy M. Germain

We are so proud of everything you’ve done and
of the man you’ve become. As you start your
new journey in life, don’t be afraid of failure,
because that is the first step towards success.
As a famous master once said, “Do, or do not.
There is no ‘try’.” We love you, and will always
be there for you!
Love, Mom & Dad

Jenna Wright

Jenna,
You’ve worked so hard during your college
years. The dedication and perseverance you
demonstrated to achieve this final step to a
great career. Dad and I both know you’ll go
far because your work ethic is amazing! Proud
of you! We love you, Dad, Mom and Andrew

Max Lazerine

Max, what a beautiful mind, spirit, and soul!
You have made your family so very proud. You
have such a broad range of talents, from mak‑
ing people laugh to acting and singing. We can’t
wait to see what the future holds for you!
Never give up on your dreams; we are behind
you always!
Love,
Mom, Nick, Robby and Lindsey

Taylor Smith

Dear Taylor,
Another graduation under your belt! I am
so proud and happy for you. I know this is
just the beginning of a wonderful life for you.
Continue to shine and only goodness will
come back to you. Congratulations, my lil’ Tay
Tay!!!! I love you so much. Mom xoxo

Christopher Cody Fillip
Dear Cody,
Congratulations on the completion of your de‑
gree! We realize it was a long journey, we are so
proud of you that you stuck with it! No matter
where the future leads you please remember we
are always here for you!
Our love and best wishes to you always!!!
Love,
Mom and Dad
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Tabitha Jo Thompson

You are allowed to be both a masterpiece and
a work in progress simultaneously! We are so
proud of you!
Love, Mom & Ted

Kellie Lamay MacMillan

Kellie, we want you to know how proud and
completely awed we are by the woman you
have become. You have faced many challeng‑
es and even heartbreaks during your college
career, but you have overcame them all. You
have never given up, not once, no matter how
many times you might have wanted to. You
stayed the course, and you have come out of the
experience a strong, vibrant, extremely capable
woman. We now believe in your dream just as
much as you do.
We love you!
Dad, Mom, Lorena and Chele

Sophia Orner-Thompson
We are so proud of you and can’t wait to see
what you do next.
Follow your dreams!
Love,
Dad, Gilda & Grammy

Katie Christine Baker
“I can’t really say why everybody
wishes they were somewhere else.
But in the end, the only steps that
matter are the ones you take all
by yourself.”
- The Weepies
We loved you and believed in you
even before you took your first
step, and now you have wings to
fly! We couldnt be more proud
of you.
Love Always,
Mom and Dad

Madeleine Francesca
Bennett
The world is ready for all the
beauty and creativity you have to
offer. Congratulations!
With all our love,
Mom, Harrison, Georgina & Ross

Connor McCluskey

Raymond Deeren
Ray-Baby, we are so proud of you. Your hard
work and dedication has really paid off. Best
of luck as you begin the next phase at the
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee.
Love, Mom Dad & Janel

Congratulations! We are super proud of you
and all your accomplishments and thrilled to
celebrate with you! We know you will contin‑
ue to be brilliant and successful in your next
adventure!
Lots of love, Mom, Dad, Maddy

2017 GRADUATES 11

Theresa Koebel

“T”
Congrats on your accomplishments. We are
blessed to be part of your journey. You are an
amazing talented woman whom we can’t wait
to see how your story unfolds…If you can
dream it, you can do it.-Walt Disney
Love, your family

Tyler Smith
We are so proud of everything
you have accomplished!
You are going to do great things!
Congratulations!
Love,
Mom, Kimberly and Grandma

Will Goodman
Congrats, Will Goodman: Theatre-Comedy
Studies 2017! We are so proud of you!
Mom, Dad, Annie

Meg Bennett
We have had so much fun watch‑
ing you succeed at Columbia, and
we can’t wait to see what exciting
adventure awaits. You are unstop‑
pable. Be fierce.
Love,
Mom, Dad, Blair & AJ

Corbin Merriman
“Never let the fear of striking out
get in your way.” (Babe Ruth)
This quote describes you perfect‑
ly. Nothing has stopped you from
achieving any goal you set. From
getting your second degree black
belt to working a World Series
game.
I’m excited to see what the future
holds for you.
Whatever it may be, always
remember “I got your back”. Love
you so much—Mom
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Kimberly Ann Polena
You did it!!
You will always be in our minds
and in our hearts.
We love you and thank you for
bringing so much joy into
our lives.
Love,
Mom & Kent

Mark Luetger
Today we are filled with pride as
we congratulate you and wish you
a future filled with love, happiness
and success. Continue to be inspired
by everything around you. Use your
talent to inspire others. Follow your
dreams. Live the life you’ve imagined.
All our love,
Mom, Dad and Dave
“We hope your dreams take you to the
corners of your smiles, to the highest
of your hopes, to the windows of your
opportunities, and to the most special
places your heart has ever known.”
Author Unknown

Claire Elizabeth
Grice
Congratulations, Queenie!
Your future is bright and you
have the world in front of you.
Love from all of us!

Rayna McKinley
Thanks for your hard work and
passion. Jump in, show the world
your vibrant self, and enjoy the
process. Don’t ever hold back!
XOX Mom & Dad

Tristian Montgomery
Congratulations to my lovely, ambitious
daughter on your accomplishments, the sky
is truly the limit!!!! Keep going you’re almost
there!!!!
Love ya,
your Mother

Marino Castillo
You will become the best artist in the world.

Lorence Anthony
Velasco
We are so proud of the man you
have become. Congratulations!
God bless you on this
wonderful achievement.
Love,
Papa and Mama

Stacy Dawson
Congratulations Stacy! The
“long and winding road” led you
to Columbia College/Chicago,
where you persisted, ever so
diligently, to earn this degree!
The world is yours! Love you,
Mom & Dad XO
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Sebastian Roach

You have made us laugh, cry (mostly for good
reasons), drove us crazy at times (usually when
you couldn’t get a toy) and have made us very
proud. We love you and can’t wait to see what
lies ahead for you.
LoveMom, Glenn, and Rupe

Evelyn Nicole Smith
We are extremely proud of you for going after
your dreams!
Love,
The whole village

Thomas Robert Spooner

Four years, dozens of performances, thou‑
sands of laughs...what a great journey. We are
so proud of you for chasing your dream, and
excited for you as you enter your next chapter.
Sail baby sail, out across that sea...
We love you,
Mom, Dad, Joe and Lex, Margot, Tess and Jack

Asia Abdullah

Dearest Asia,
Congratulations on your college graduation.
Your family is very proud of you. We wish you
the best as you go forward in life.
Love, Mom and family

Kael Aaron Rose

Congratulations from Mom and Stepdad!
Student life is hard. Worries about paying
utilities, getting food, purchasing supplies,
completing course work and a job. Onto a
bright future with our love, support and, if you
seek it, guidance.
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Juan Rivera
Congratulations Juan! We are very proud of
your accomplishment. Love Gram & Grampa

Joseph Pembroke Jr.
Art cannot change a person, but it will
influence and inspire them to change
themselves.

Lyndsey Dulfer
Congratulations Lyndsey! Graduating early
and with magna cum laude honors is an amaz‑
ing accomplishment. You have grown to be an
impressive, smart and talented young woman,
and we couldn’t be more proud of you!
Love,
M&D

Sarah Pollock

It seems like only yesterday, you
were starting your first day of
school as a little girl and now you
are a grown woman graduating
from college. We are so proud
of you, and we are excited to see
what the future holds for you.
There are so many opportunities
out there for you. All you need
to do is believe in yourself and
you will be able to accomplish
anything.
Spread your wings and fly!
Love
Mom & Dad

Christian Colt Pelka
You’ve made every Halloween
unforgettable since 1990, and
we hope you can make a career
of it so you can always do what
you love most. Thanks for the
happiness you’ve given us.
Love,
Mom and Dad

Terrence Alexander
HFSTC-ILY
Calvin: It’s a magical world, Hobbes, ol’ buddy.
Let’s go exploring!
~Bill Watterson

Marissa Sallie
You have always been one to march to the
beat of your own drum. Your dedication and
hard work has paid off and we are so proud of
all you have accomplished. Congratulations,
Sal, we love you!
Mom, Granny, Jasimen, & Ayden

Veronica Billedo
Congratulations! Wow, you did it!
You have accomplished the goals you
set out to do and succeeded through
hard work, determination, dedication
and perseverance. May you succeed
in life with whatever endeavor comes
your way. We hope that all your
dreams will be fulfilled, always keep
a positive attitude and life will be
good to you. We wish you the best,
we are so proud of you and blessed
to have such a loving, sweet, caring,
wonderful daughter and sister.
We love you,
Mom, Dad, and Vanessa

Gabriel Salazar
You have been bold, courageous,
and we are extremely proud of
this accomplishment. You are an
atmosphere changer—a world
changer.
‘Take delight in the Lord, and he
will give you the desires of your
heart.’ Psalm 37:4
Love,
Dad, Mom and Yayi

2017 GRADUATES 15

Robert Glenn Smith

Congratulations
We celebrate your life, achievements,
and talents. Our love and blessings go
with you as you follow your dreams
and passion.
Love you more..
Mom and Dad

Tajma Hall
Congratulations, Tajma, You worked hard
and overcame every obstacle in your way.
Best wishes for the future. You are destined
for massive success. Mom

Colby Roark

CONGRATULATIONS!!
Colby we are all so very proud of you! To be
able to watch you grow into the young man you
have become and will be, is truly a blessing. As
you begin this new chapter in your life, remem‑
ber all that you have overcome and how far you
have come. You can do and become anything
your heart desires son! REMEMBER...Hold
your head high, be proud and stay humble!
Keep reaching for the stars! BE YOU!
We love you Colby,
Momma, Cassidy, Calli, Randy, Daddy, Dawn,
Frank, Brandon & Grams

Natalie Caitlyn Reinholtz
Congratulations with love for the daughter you
are and with pride in the amazing person you
are becoming!
Mom & Brian

Mina Olivas–Boykin

Dear Mina,
We cannot begin to tell you how proud we are
of you. We have seen you grow up into a beau‑
tiful, smart, dependent woman. But in our eyes,
you will always be our baby as you are in this
photo.
Love you always,
Papi y Mami
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Jacob Wittich
Congratulations, Jake!! We truly couldn’t
be more proud of you and all that you
have accomplished thus far!! We can’t wait
to see what adventure lie head of you.
They are certain to be amazing!!
Love, your Family

Brenna Irene Schwank
You have brought so much light into our
lives and those of all you touch. We are
so very proud of you for your abundant
talents, grace and compassion for others.
You deserve the heights we know you
will achieve.
All our love,
Mom and Dad

Austin Phillips
Here’s to all your dreams come true & all the
dreams to come. We are so proud of you!
Congrats! You did it!
Love, your Family

Chris Ian Valiente

Congratulations, Ian! We celebrate your many
achievements, adventurous spirit, and gener‑
osity and kindness. We love you very much,
support you and are so proud of you.
Love,
Mama, Papa, John, Robert, and Manang

Ashley R. Chavez
Congrats Ash! We R so Proud of U!
Celebrate this day & May U always “LOVE
WHAT U DO”!
Heart U,
Mom, Dad, Hannah & Roxy

Alyson Montemayor

We are extremely proud of your accomplish‑
ments, and your unwavering determination has
been inspiring to witness. May you maintain
that passion on all your future endeavors. A
very well deserved...Congratulations!
Love,
Dad, Mom and Brandon

Robert Palladino
Congrats, Azizi! We love you & are so proud
of you. With God by your side, you will always
succeed.
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CaSera Heining

Words can’t describe how proud we are of
you. Congratulations on your brilliant success
and achievements. You are truly destined for
greatness. May God continue to bless
you abundantly.
Love,
Mom, Michael, Carissa, Lorenzo, Grandma,
and Grandpa

Ashley Grygienc
Ashley, we are so proud of the woman you
have become. Proud of all your accomplish‑
ments throughout the years. May all your
wishes and dreams come true for a wonderful,
successful and happy future.
Love Always Mom and Powell

Paulina Strayer
Life is ten percent what happens
to you and ninety percent how
you respond to it.
Go out and influence your world
today. Make a difference. Make
good art. Live the life you have
imagined. Live the life you love!
We are very proud of you and
pray for God’s favor in your life
each day. Be true to Him and be
true to yourself. Great job, girl!

Katelyn Renze
On the day you were born a star
danced! You are just like a star
created to shine! Now go and
make that star shine bright!
Love,
Dad & Mom

Gina Tunzi

Congratulations, Gina! We are so proud of
you & all of your accomplishments! You are
extremely talented & determined in whatever
you do! Continue to dream big & reach for the
stars! You have an exciting & amazing future
ahead!
Love,
Mom, Dad, Mike, Grandma & Grandpa

18 2017 GRADUATES

Samuel Zulfer
Congrats, Sammy!
We are SO proud of you and know you will be
great at whatever you do!!
We love you!!
Mom & Dad

Michael Sprenger

Morgan Ann Santen
I am so very proud of you, Morgan. You
have come a long way. Good luck to you in
all you do. You deserve the very best.
Love, Mom, Cassidy, Mickie, Rylee,
Grandma and Uncle Dan

Congratulations on graduating, what an awe‑
some accomplishment! You continue to amaze
us with every performance we’ve seen. Your
future is unlimited, keep growing, dare greatly,
stay classy!
Love,
Mom and Dad

Hannah Griffith

Szymon Filip Soltys
Congradulations Szymek
We are so proud of you!!!
The Future is yours, grab it!!!
Love, Mom, Dad & Filip

Congratulations! We are so proud of you! Now
on to the next chapter of your life. From Hous‑
ton to Chicago and beyond, your talents will be
seen by all. Break a leg!
Love,
Mom, Dad, Sarah, Grandma, Pat, Ganny,
& Macaroni

James Rabideau

Alexis Knox
We are so proud of you, Alexis! Congratula‑
tions!
Love, Mom, KJ, & Carly

James, your skills and confidence in your dance
performances inspire you to not be afraid to be
who you are. The time and passion that you put
into your dance are passed on to anyone that
you encounter. We are so proud of the young
man that has grown these past four years. Your
friends and family cannot wait to see your
name in lights. Always stay true to yourself and
others, and you will continue to do great things
in life.
Love, Dad, Mom, Sarina, Izzi, Marc, Mia &
Sammy
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Jessica Grose

You were made for great things. We cannot
wait to see the doors of opportunity that God
will open for you. Remember that obstacles
don’t have to stop you. If you run into a wall,
don’t turn around and give up. Figure out how
to climb it, break through it, or work around
it. Always remember that you are braver than
you believe, stronger than you seem, smarter
than you think, and loved more than you’ll ever
know.
Mom, Dad, Lauren, and Way

Andrew Kirby
Andrew:
We already know how awesome you are—
Now it is time to show the world!
Congratulations! Well done!
Love, Mom and Dad

Abigael Pestka Kraklio

We are so proud of you, Abbie. You have
demonstrated dedication, passion, and hard
work to pursue your dreams during these 3
1/2 years of college. You have had many great
experiences and opportunities; and we know
you will have many more as you continue your
journey in life. Congratulations and best wishes
to you!
Love,
Mom and Dad

Gloria A. Castro
Create the highest, grandest vision possible
for your life, because YOU become what YOU
believe.
~O.W.
Love always & forever,
Your family

Malaya Jo Harris

We are so proud of you! You’ve always danced
to the beat of your own drum. Now you’ve
realized your dream. As you go forward, Bunny
in tow, we celebrate you. It’s your time to fly.
Mischief managed.
Love,
Addy, Mom & Dad
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Sydney Bullock
Congratulations!
We are very proud of you and your accom‑
plishments. Wishing you the best in all that
you do and a future filled with success and
happiness!
Love,
Mom and Symone

Jamian Gayden

On February 22, you came into this
world and made my life and every‑
one’s world a much better place.
The world is all yours. Mold it as you
may.
There is nothing you cannot be, do
or have.
God has anointed you and your
great talents.
Love,
Mom
And the village that helped you
get here.

Sarah Impola
May we give you roots to grow and the wings
to fly. We are blessed and so proud! Love
Mom & Dad

Kirsten Parke

To say we are proud of you would
be an understatement. Your hard
work and dedication to excellence is
outstanding and shows in all of your
achievements. Not only have you
successfully completed your degree
program while working full time, you
have also dedicated countless hours
to giving back to your community.
The list of people (and dogs!) you
have helped are endless. Congratu‑
lations graduate! We know you will
continue to color this world a more
beautiful place!
Love, Mom, Dad, and Myles

Shawna Echols
Congratulations Shawna on your
outstanding achievement! It goes to
show what can happen when you
have faith, tenacity and a strong
foundation. It has truly been a joy
to see you develop into the beautiful
young lady you are, both inside and
out, possessing the confidence to
set and attain the goals you set for
yourself. We have no doubt this will
continue. We happily await your next
chapter! GO FOR IT GIRL!!! We love
you and are so proud of you.
Grandpa Larry and Grandma Andrea

Dimitros A. Ramirez

Vincent Heine
Congratulations, Vince. So proud of you!
This is just the beginning. The best is yet to
come!
Love,
Mom XOXO

Life is like a CAMERA: FOCUS on what’s
important, CAPTURE the good times,
DEVELOP from the negatives, and if things
don’t work out take another SHOT. Bravo,
Dimitri! We are so proud of you!
Love,
Baba, Mom, Dad and Kosta
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Henry Robert Voellmecke
Congratulations on your outstanding academic
achievements! Your talents and creativity will
take you far. We wish you success in whatever
you pursue.
Love always,
Mom, Dad, your sisters and brother-in-laws

Kiarrah Staeven
Congratulations to my wonderful daughter...
You worked hard for this and deserve every
moment!! Follow your heart. Love you dearly,
more than words can say. I am so proud of
you!!!
Love always, your Mom.

Bradley R. Petrich
It is with great pride that we watch
you move to the next chapter of your
life. We are tremendously proud of
your hard work and the man you have
become. Stay true to what you believe
in. Follow your dreams.
Love,
Mom, Dad, Amara, Grandma
& Grandpa

Alex Diego Gonzalez
We love you Alex and are so very proud of
you!
“To infinity and beyond.”
Write away, kiddo.
The González tribe

Alexander Vivante
Halstead
You have been on a journey that inspires us
all. Your passion was born early, and you have
pursued it with a love, integrity and persistence
that inspires all who know you. May it be
ever thus.
Love you always,
Mom and Dad.
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Zain Alexander Van Wyk
Congratulations, Zain! We are proud of you
and wish you the best success at doing what
you love!
Love you, Mom, Dad and Kinzi

Erinn Cayley Lyons

Erinn – We are all so very proud of all your
accomplishments and of the amazing young
woman that you’ve become! There is such a
wonderful future ahead of you! We love you to
the moon and back XOXO

Samuel G. Solis
May God bless you as you begin this new
journey. Congratulations!
We love you,
Mom, Dad, and Nena

Alex Southern

Max Colvill

Congratulations! We are so proud
of you! “There are no shortcuts to
any place worth going.” ~ Beverly
Sills
All our Love,
Mom and Dad


Class

2017

Katrina Zemrak
Congratulations, you did it!! We are so proud
of all that you accomplished!
Love, Mom, Dad, Min and family

We could not be more proud of
you and what a positive inspira‑
tion you are to others. Keep the
passion!
Love,
Your Family Fan Club

of

Heather Ashley
Louise Baird
You are the best daughter that God could have
given us. We are very proud of you. Use all the
gifts that God has given you and let him lead
you as you go through life. Wishing you love
and success in all you do.
Mom and Dad XOXOXO
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Lou Foglia
Your perseverance and dedication to your
dreams has been inspirational. We are extreme‑
ly proud of your accomplishments. Best wishes
for a future filled with abundant joy and
success!
Love,
Mom, Jillian, Joe and your entire
Chronicle family

Michelle Young
It is with God’s joy that we celebrate your
accomplishments and achievements! We are
proud of you and wish you the best that life
has to offer.
Love, your entire family!!!

Andrea Shillingburg
Taylor Jane Graves
We are so proud of all the hard
work you put into your educa‑
tion. You were born with many
gifts and are already such a suc‑
cess. We love you!
Love,
Mom, Dad, Brooke, and Levi

Natasha Gawrit
CONGRATULATIONS
NATASHA!!! WE ARE SO PROUD
OF YOU AND WISH YOU ALL
THE BEST IN EVERYTHING YOU
DO! LOVE YOU TO THE MOON
AND BACK!
MUM, DAD, STEPHEN, YAHN,
TATIANA, SOPHIA AND M & M.
XX
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Congratulations, Andrea!
For all you have accomplished
and aspire to be! We are more
proud of you each day. You are
sure to be a role model for other
women/everyone in cinematog‑
raphy! We remember the little
girl that always said “I want to
be a director when I grow up.”
Keep your dreams alive and they
are sure to come true. You are
destined for greatness!
Love,
Mom, Dad, Claire, Dryden

Eva Hattie Leimstoll
Schueler
Dear Eva Hattie, we are so proud.
You have grown so much during
college. We cannot wait to see
what’s next.
Love, Mom, Dad, Clara & Hans.

Nickolas James McKee

Liam Garner

Words cannot describe how
proud I am of you. You have al‑
ways worked hard from Elemen‑
tary School, Junior High, High
School, and now College. Always
continue to pursue your happi‑
ness. Life’s journey has so much
to offer, and there is no doubt in
my mind that you will accom‑
plish all of your heart’s desire. I
love you much!
Love,
Mom

We’re so very proud of you.
After four years of studying your
passion, you’re ready to feast on
the world (and it can feast on
“Chicken Strips”). Never lose the
joy, humor, creativity and warmth
that make you so wonderful!
Much love,
Mom, Dad & Anneliese

Matt Festle
We’re so proud of you! Your hard
work and dedication is making
your dreams come true. We know
you’ll go far! Best wishes always.
Love,
Mom, Dad and John

Theresa Koebel

Sarah Dallaire
We are so proud of you! We know you will do
great things with your life. Congratulations!
We love you!
Mom & Spencer

Teri,
To my favorite traveling companion. I’ll take
you anywhere and do anything for you.
Love, Dad

Stevey Marie Willey
God has blessed us with a
beautiful, intelligent and giving
daughter. You have been across
the country alone and been
places others only dream of and
yet your journey has just begun.
Take every open door until you
find your dream.
Love,
Mom & Dad

Hannah Leigh
Bourdon
You are an amazing and beautiful
person! The world is open to you
now, and it is truly a better place
because you are in it!
Mom, Dad, Sarah, Jojo, Gran,
Omi, John & Jill
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Henry Keating Weisel
“You are you, that is truer than true. There is
no one alive who is youer than you.”
Do what you love!
Mom, Dad, & Biz

Charlotte Kennett
Congratulations, Charlotte Kennett!
So very proud of you....you’re on your way!
Love, Mom

David Libert
We’re so proud of your creativity,
passion, and drive perfecting
your talents. Life has exciting
new adventures in store for you!
Love,
Mom and Dad XXO

Nathalia Jean-Joseph
Nathalia, I am so proud of you!! Remember
always: “I’ll love you forever, I’ll like you for
always, as long as I’m living my baby
you’ll be.”
Love, Mom

Marissa Smith
Congratulations to the graduate. Rissa, your
focus and drive, of all things, are coming to
full circle.
Love Mom

Joseph Perrone
“Genius is in the idea. Impact
comes from action.”
So proud of you, Joe! Can’t wait
to see the impact you make on
the world!
Congratulations!
Love,
Mom, Dad, Jim and Libby

Tyler Dockery
Tina Dennis
Congrats! We’re so proud of
all your hard work on this new
endeavor! We know you’ll be the
favorite teacher of countless kids.
Love ya, DE&E
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People grow, they change, but those
blessed with an indomitable spirit
find it can carry them through all of
life’s challenges and accomplishments.
Other than reminding us of the
maniac child you were, this picture
serves as a testament to your inner
strength, your indomitable spirit.
We’re crazy proud of you. You created
a new life for yourself four years ago
when you moved to Chicago. Enjoy
now. Enjoy this success. You’ve earned
it. Trust in that maniac girl with the
cool jean jacket.

Adriana Rose Saia

Edgar Rios

Adriana,
We’re so proud of everything you’ve
achieved these last 18 years in school.
You worked hard & maintained a
great attitude. Your determination &
positive outlook will get you far. A
whole new world full of possibilities
is now open to you. You’ve blos‑
somed into such a beautiful, wonder‑
ful young woman. You’ve made us so
proud over the years. We know this is
only the beginning. Dad and I know
you’re headed for greatness! We
love you & pray for your continued
success!

Congratulations son and broth‑
er, you made it! Words cannot
express how proud and happy we
are of you. As you begin the next
season of your life, we pray for
God’s covering and guidance.
We love you dearly,
Ma, Pa, Michael, and Jaz
Jeremiah 29:11 For I know the
plans I have for you,” declares the
LORD, “plans to prosper you and
not to harm you, plans to give
you hope and a future.

Samantha Michelle
Reinhardt

Leah Zeiger
The world awaits, Leah. With all
of our love go out and conquer it!
Mommy, Daddy, Celia,
and Grandpa

It is with great pride we celebrate
your hard work and success
today! We love you very much,
Mom, Ed, Kayla, Eddie, Grandma
and Grandpa

Avant’e Edmonds
The commitment dedicated to
your education was admirable.
Your determination and aspi‑
ration to achieve your master’s
degree represents honorary
excellence. Love Mom

Kearney Fagan
You’ve been a star and entertained us since
you were a baby, can’t wait to see you enter‑
tain the world! Make a splash!

Rebecca Marshalla
Becca, congratulations!!!! We are so proud of
you! You have worked so hard, especially when
the road was bumpy, but look at you now!!
We look forward to coming to your many
premieres. We love you to Pluto and back.
Love, Mom and Dad
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Sierra Jonee’ Henderson
CONGRATULATIONS! Your faith,
determination and hard work have
definitely paid off. We could not
be more proud of you! Watching
you grow from that cute, spunky,
inquisitive little girl to the beautiful,
intelligent and spiritual young woman
destined for greatness. We look
forward to seeing your dreams come
to fruition and watching you continue
to conquer the world!
With Love & Continued Blessings,
Your Proud Family

Danielle Wallace
I celebrate You! You were
anointed and destined to be an
agent of change. Trust God as
you journey through this life.
Love You
Ma

Jessica Reilly
We are so very proud of you and
all you have accomplished. Con‑
gratulations on your graduation,
and we wish you all the best for
the future!
Love,
Mom, Elizabeth, Grandma, Uncle
Frank and Aunt Joan, Auntie
Pam and Uncle Mario and all of
our family and friends.

28 2017 GRADUATES

Katie Kuropas
You are so amazing!
So proud to see everything you have
accomplished and looking forward
to what’s ahead. Your future is certain
to be filled with many wonderful
things because of the person you
have become. You are so creative,
intelligent and determined. You can
only succeed at whatever you do. I am
so lucky that you are my daughter!
The whole family loves you and
wishes you the best to come!

Kara Vana
I am so proud of you, Kara! You
are amazing, and I can’t wait to
see how you will make a dif‑
ference in this world. Use your
passion and your gift to make
your dreams come true.
Love you, kid!
Mom

Briana Bennett
Congratulations on your accom‑
plishments this graduation day.
May you see success in all your
endeavors! You will go far as you
proceed on your journey to great‑
ness. This is the first of the many
big achievements that you are
going to see in your life. You’ve
come this far by faith. I am so
very proud of you. I wish you
much love and God’s blessings
always.

Aaryn Finklea
We are all very proud of you! May God anoint
your gifts & talents as favor opens its door.
Love,
Your Family

Ashley Hammell
Ashley, your drive, enthusiasm and creativity
are our inspiration. We love you. “If you can
dream it, you can do it”- Walt Disney.

Raquel Venado
Raquel hace tres años que iniciaste
esta aventura, ¿fue fácil?, no lo creo,
¿extrañaste?, ¿lloraste?, ¿te sentiste
frustrada?, por supuesto que sí,
dejaste a muchos en tu país, toda
tu familia, tus amigos, tu casa; sin
embargo hiciste uso de todo lo que
tenías, sacaste lo mejor de ti, hoy eres
más fuerte y sabes hasta dónde eres
capaz de llegar. Extrañar, llorar sentir
frustración, es parte de estar vivo, es
parte de la vida. Tienes al mundo en
tus manos, tómalo y sigue cumplien‑
do tus sueños.

Sarah Gardner
Go confidently in the direction
of your dreams - live the life you
have imagined!
We are so proud of you for reach‑
ing all the goals you set out to
achieve and found passion in the
field you pursued.
Isn’t it amazing what clever girls
can do?!
Love, Mom and Dad

Kaela Nikole Ritter
Kaela, our precious gift. We are very proud
and amazed by your wisdom and ambition.
The world’s at your feet. Congrats!

Anna Marie Hovorka
Anna
I was, am, and will always be proud of you.
Congrats on your graduation.
Love, Dad

Juju Laurie
My beloved Juju,
What a blessing you have been to me
from God! Thank You for giving me so
much joy and happiness in my life. You
have left me in Awe of how amazing and
successful you have become.
Your awesome personality has touched so
many hearts for you are so loved by all.
I am so very proud of you my Juju for be‑
lieving in yourself and going out into the
world to conquer your goals and dreams.
And I believe with prayers and the Grace
from God he will help you conquer all. I
love you.

Kris Bendrick
CONGRATULATIONS!!!!! We are so
proud of you it’s such an honor to share
this important moment in your life.
What makes it all so special is knowing
how hard you have worked and how
dedicated & passionate you are in all that
you do. Your success is so well deserved.
It has been such an amazing experience
watching you grow into an incredible
young man, achieving your dreams and
accomplishing greatness. As you start on
the next chapter of your life, may your
dreams always be big, your accomplish‑
ments many and your worries small.
Stay grounded, humble and confident in
yourself. Trust your mind and heart, and
you will reach the stars!
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Christopher Golder
Chris,
We are so proud of you! Hope all of your
dreams and wishes come true. Congratulations!
Hugs,
Love,
Mom and Dad

Ryan Joseph Broxmeyer
We are so proud of you! Keep following your
dreams. We wish you only the best in life!
Love, Mom, Dad, Linsday, Nana Brox and
Nana and Papa Botkin

Brandon Saunders
Congratulations Brandon on this
amazing accomplishment! I am
so proud of you as my loving son,
a great father, and amazing per‑
son. I have seen the hand of God
in your life and I am so excited to
see what the future holds for you.
Always remember God’s words.
“For I know the thoughts that I
think toward you, saith the Lord,
thoughts of peace, and not of evil,
to give you an expected end.”
Jeremiah 29:11 May His favor
forever be on your life.

Jose Alejandro
Montejano

Jose, I still remember the first day
we dropped you off at the dorm; I
was nervous to leave you behind.
As your graduation approaches, I
am overcome by the same feeling
of nervousness. You will be step‑
ping out into the world on your
own. However, I am confident
now as I was then that you will
succeed in all that you do.
You have made me proud, son.
Love, Mom
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Alyssa Anne Lerer
Congratulations on your graduation. We are so
proud of you. You were born to fly!
Love,
Mom, Dad, and the gang

Emily Stenger
You will always be our heroine. You are so
fearless and determined to succeed. Your
strength will take you far!
Love,
Mom & Dad

Grace Glenny
Grace, congratulations. Gradu‑
ating with honors is an awesome
accomplishment. You are one im‑
pressive young lady and all good
things are about to unfold and
start happening in your life. Your
Columbia education in PR and
marketing will take you far. Time
to splash that mermaid tail of
yours and swim far and wide. The
oceans are yours my dear! Much
Love, Mom, Charlie, and Dad

Juan Rivera
I couldn’t be more proud of all
that you have accomplished
since we first met. Your passion
and talent amaze me every day.
There’s no doubt you will achieve
greatness. Anything is possible if
you continue to believe in your‑
self the way I do. Happy Grad‑
uation to my favorite Columbia
College graduate!
Love Always,
Tiara

Colby Roark
Colby,
Without a doubt, this accomplishment is
your most glorious to date. To travel 1,200
miles alone to establish a new home,
create a focus for your future and grow
immensely as a man, makes your Texas/
Illinois family so proud. Words aren’t
enough to express our love and gratifica‑
tion at your maturation. For a young man
who has already accomplished so much,
we are so excited and anxious to witness
the next chapter in the “The Life and
Times of Colby Ryan Roark”.
Love GRAMMA and PAPPAW !!!

Cassandra Meek
Our amazing daughter, when
others said you couldn’t, you
did... we always knew from the
time you could pick up a crayon
that this is the path you would
take and we are so proud of you.
You achieved your goal and stuck
with it even when the going was
tough—you never gave up and
kept saying “I know I can”....
always remember you can do
anything you put your mind to –
we love you, Mom and Dad

Jillian S. McKenzie
Congratulations on your grad‑
uation. Your hard work and
dedication have demonstrated
your proven success. Your moth‑
er, Bob, Milos, brothers, uncles,
aunts, nephews and nieces are all
very proud of you. You wanted
something, and against adversity,
you made it happen and became
the woman you are destined to
be. Your family’s hearts could not
be more full of love and respect
for whom you have become.

Stefany Garza-Luna
Stefany, we are so proud for your
achievement thru your hard work
and dedication. It has transformed
you into a great artist. Now the road
is wide open for you to continue
developing yourself into a truly
person that will contribute to the
world of art. Please remember that
you will find road blocks in the path
for success, but as a smart person as
you are you will find your way out.
We are here for you anytime. We
Love You. Muchas Felicidades por tu
Graduación: Raymundo & Alicia.

Selena Cotte

Congratulations, Selena!
We are so proud of you and this
amazing accomplishment! Your
hard work, dedication, and brav‑
ery paid off. You are amazing!
This is just one more step toward
your dreams and the next phase
of your life. There is no doubt
that your future is so incredibly
bright!
We love you and you inspire us
every day!
Love,
Mom and Franco

Sydney Bullock
Sydney B. Bullock, we are all so
proud of you and your accomplish‑
ments. As a Radio major and Writing
for Television minor, and graduating
with honors; the world is yours.
Always remember the rules, “FIND
A WAY OR MAKE A WAY” and
“THE HUSTLE NEVER STOPS”.
You are bringing up the rear just as
we discussed many, many years ago.
We wish you all the success in LA,
and we will be visiting you very soon
to enjoy all of that sunshine with you.
From all of us that love you dearly
-YOUR ENTIRE FAMILY.
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